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How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?  And how 
shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?  And how then 

shall they hear without a preacher?   So then faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word of God.  Romans 10:14, 17 

 
Emmaus House 

Emmaus House, founded by Father David Kirk of blessed memory over 
forty years ago, is a community of homeless people in Harlem who live and work 
together to help themselves while caring for those still caught in poverty.  The 
community has a food pantry open weekly to its poor neighbors and it distributes 
surplus food to other charitable organizations.  It will begin a mobile food pantry 
for the homeless in the near future.  In addition to the homeless, Emmaus House 
is dedicated to the rescue and rehabilitation of drug addicts, alcoholics, battered 
women, and runaways.  It is truly a beacon of the Gospel and the Orthodox 
Church in New York City. 

Emmaus House reached a crossroads when Father David fell asleep in the 
Lord on May 23, 2007.  Holy Trinity parish has responded in the community’s 
time of need.  Father Martin Kraus and Father John Garvey now serve on the 
community’s board of directors.  Father John is the chaplain of Emmaus House 
and serves Vespers usually on Thursday.  Parishioners have responded in love by 
donating a generous quantity of non-perishable food items for its food pantry.  
The Emmaus House residents were very grateful to Father John, Father Martin, 
and the choir serving Vespers for the Pre-Feast of Nativity in their chapel on 
Sunday, December 23.  Pictures of the Vespers service have been posted on our 
parish website under the Multimedia section.  An article about the service will 
also appear in an upcoming issue of The Orthodox Church newsletter.  Father 
Martin is in the process of contacting Orthodox parishes on Long Island and New 
York City for their assistance in collecting food items.  The Long Island chapter of 
International Orthodox Christian Charities will also be collecting food items for 
Emmaus House during its “Souper Bowl Sunday” fundraiser.     
 
Advertising and Public Relations 

Special thanks to Alena Bubniak for expanding Holy Trinity’s Internet 
presence by posting special events (the fall fashion bazaar, family movie night, 
and the Christmas/Theophany liturgical schedule) on Yahoo! and Craig’s List. 

Volunteers are needed to post seasonal flyers for Great Lent and Holy Week 
on local supermarket and community bulletin boards.  Please see Mark Vassilakis 
to receive flyers. 



 
Parish Website 

The website is a valuable resource for community development, publicity, 
and evangelism.  Many upcoming events and ministry projects are posted on the 
homepage.  The Visitor’s Page and Orthodox Resources sections are very helpful 
for people interested in learning about the Orthodox Church.  Copies of The 
Epistle and the book reviews are posted under HTOC Publications.  Under the 
Schedule section, click on the link labeled as Monthly Calendar to view services 
and events for the current and upcoming months (click on the monthly links at 
the top of the subsequent page).  Pictures of various events are posted under the 
Multimedia section.  Please feel free to share these resources with friends and 
family who are interested in visiting or joining our parish. 
 
Parishioner E-Mail List 

Parishioners can receive upcoming event updates and other information via 
e-mail.  If you are not currently on the distribution list, please e-mail us at 
htocem@hotmail.com. 
 
Home Study Group 

Several parishioners established a home study group in August 2006.  
Meetings are held in parishioner homes to discuss Biblical, theological, and 
liturgical topics.  To date, the following topics have been covered:  Transfiguration 
and theosis, Nativity and Dormition of the Theotokos, discipleship, Incarnation 
and Nativity of Christ, Theophany, the saints, new atheism, charity/good works, 
and the Psalms.  Small group ministry is very helpful in building community 
fellowship and integrating new members into the parish.  If you are interested in 
participating in the group or starting a new home study group, please speak to 
Mark and Nancy Vassilakis. 
 
New Orthodox Study Bible 
 A new version of the Orthodox Study Bible will be released by Conciliar 
Press in February 2008.  It will contain a new translation of the Old Testament 
from the Septuagint, the official text of the Orthodox Church, in addition to the 
New Testament and Psalms found in previous editions.  The Orthodox Study Bible 
also contains many articles and footnotes written from an Orthodox Christian 
theological viewpoint.  It can now be pre-ordered at a special 20% discount at 
www.conciliarpress.com. 
 
Coffee Hour 

All parishioners are encouraged to sign up for Coffee Hour.  In addition to 
parish fellowship, Coffee Hour provides a great environment for meeting and 
welcoming visitors.  A little hospitality goes a long way! 


