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Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, 

even so I send you.”  John 20:21 
 
Gearing Up for Growth 

A recent article in Outreach magazine reviewed the growth strategies used by 
evangelical “megachurches” in recent years.  While the contemporary worship style and 
doctrines found in megachurches would be inappropriate for Holy Trinity parish, the 
following ideas selected from the Outreach article can prove useful in ministering to 
people seeking to learn about the Orthodox Church. 
1.  Don’t strive for size, strive for God:  We should be committed to sharing the Gospel 
with the world, rather than focusing on membership statistics. 
2.  Know your strengths and put them to work:  This idea applies to each member, each 
organization, and the entire parish.  Holy Trinity’s strengths encompass a warm and 
welcoming culture, a rich liturgical life, and a decades-long English language tradition.  
We should each assess our personal strengths and volunteer for one of the parish’s 
ministries and organizations.  Don’t worry if you are a new member; all are welcome. 
3.  Evangelize in every possible way:  All members, both clergy and laity, must be 
involved in the outreach effort.  Don’t be afraid of promoting Holy Trinity and inviting 
friends and family to worship with us. 
4.  Worship is not just a “Sunday thing”:  Worship is a daily lifestyle encompassing 
prayer, fasting, repentance, and Eucharistic and sacramental participation.  Everyone 
should explore the Orthodox Church’s rich calendar of feast days and liturgical seasons.  
Moreover, megachurches have made extensive use of small fellowship groups.  It would 
be great to gather in small groups every several weeks for Bible study and discussion.  
The setting should be informal and meetings can be rotated between parishioners’ 
homes. 
5.  Be a participant, not a member:  Active participation matters.  We need volunteers for 
many outreach efforts including Sunday greeters, candle desk duty, coffee hour, and 
seasonal flyer distribution. 
6.  Whatever you do, do it with excellence:  If you volunteer for a particular ministry, 
make sure you are aware of your duties and assignments.  It is important to show up on 
time and have a good attitude.  Consistency is important. 
 
New Outreach Materials 
 The Holy Trinity parish brochure has been a great resource for welcoming visitors 
for many years.  The Outreach Committee now has two additional outreach resources.  
First, a Welcome pamphlet published by Conciliar Press has been placed next to the 
guest book (at the candle desk).  This pamphlet, with an icon of Christ the Good 
Shepherd on its front cover, contains a brief summary of Orthodox Christian worship.  
This pamphlet is geared towards first-time non-Orthodox visitors.  Second, a Seeker 
Package containing various materials about Holy Trinity parish and Orthodoxy has been 
placed in the candle desk.  This package is geared towards returning non-Orthodox 



visitors that have expressed an interest in learning more about Orthodoxy and/or 
becoming new parishioners.  Please refer visitors to a Greeter or Parish Council member 
if they have expressed an interest in this information. 
 
Advertising and Public Relations 
 An advertisement for Christmas services ran in Newsday on Saturday, December 
16.  The Outreach Committee has expanded its free publicity portfolio to include 
Newsday, the Pennysaver, the East Meadow Herald, and the Westbury Times.  This past 
autumn, the East Meadow Herald featured our annual parish picnic on its front page, 
while the Daily News published a “Faith in our Towns” profile about our parish in its 
Long Island edition.  The Outreach Committee is populating free online church 
directories featured on Google and is exploring alternative media.  If you are aware of 
additional publicity resources, please speak to Mark Vassilakis or Arlene Kallaur. 
 
Parish Library 
 The new library bookcases were delivered on Saturday, December 9.  The 
purchase was made possible by a generous donation by Elaine Boyko in memory of 
George Boyko, her husband of blessed memory and our fellow parishioner.  May his 
memory be eternal.  The Parish Council would like to thank Mrs. Boyko for her 
thoughtful support. 
 The parish library is a valuable resource for Christian education and reflection, 
especially for the season of Great Lent.  Book reviews have been placed in the black 
binder on the lectern next to the bookcases.  If you need a book recommendation or 
would like to write a book review, please speak to Mark and Nancy Vassilakis.   
  
Coffee Hour 
 The Outreach Committee would like to thank Sergio Isper for updating the Coffee 
Hour guidelines.   

All parishioners are encouraged to sign up for Coffee Hour.  In addition to the 
fellowship, Coffee Hour provides a great environment for meeting and welcoming visitors.  
If you see visitors at any service, please welcome them, refer them to a Greeter, and 
invite them to the Coffee Hour after the Divine Liturgy.  If you see anyone sitting alone at 
a table, please invite them to join you at your table.  A little hospitality goes a long way! 
 
Fundraisers 
 The Outreach Committee would like to thank all parishioners for participating in 
the Macy’s community fundraisers in April and September.  In addition to their 
significant profits, they provided great opportunities for promoting our parish.  The T-shirt 
project also yielded a very good profit.  Wearing your T-shirt will help raise our visibility.  
The Outreach Committee still has some T-shirts available for sale; please speak to Mark 
and Nancy Vassilakis.   
 
 

 


