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How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger  
who proclaims peace, who brings good news, who proclaims salvation,  

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”  Isaiah 52:7 
 
The Year in Review 
 
The Outreach Committee has been involved in a regular program of scheduling Greeters 
before the Sunday Divine Liturgy and sending follow-up greetings to visitors who sign 
the guest book.  The Committee has also placed advertising and public relations in 
Newsday and the East Meadow Herald, and supported special community development 
events such as Scouting Sunday (February 2004) and the 80th Anniversary 50/50 
Raffle.  Many newcomers have been visiting our parish, and some have become regular 
parishioners.  Although circumstances beyond our control have made it difficult to 
officially celebrate the parish’s 80th Anniversary, many parish events have been held.  
As you are aware, the bathroom renovation project has progressed rapidly since work 
commenced in early January 2005 and should be finished before Pascha.   
 
80th Anniversary 50/50 Raffle 
 
The Outreach Committee began marketing the 80th Anniversary 50/50 Raffle in early 
January 2005.  The donation is $10 per book of five raffles; 700 raffle books are 
available for sale.  All proceeds will be shared equally between the parish and one 
winner.  The drawing will be held on Sunday, March 13 at the Pre-Lenten Luncheon. 
 
While all raffle purchases by parishioners are appreciated, the raffle was conceived as a 
means to raise external (non-parishioner) funding.  The parish’s share of the raffle 
proceeds will supplement the internal capital campaign for the bathroom renovation 
project.  The raffle project was implemented to address concerns expressed at the most 
recent Annual Parish Meeting regarding over-reliance on parishioner funding.  A 
corporate sponsorship paid for the entire cost of printing the raffle books, so the parish 
will not lose any money in this endeavor.  While the raffle’s short-term goal is to raise 
funds for the bathroom renovation project, its long-term goal is to raise community 
awareness about our parish.   
 
We understand that not every parishioner is able to participate in the external sales 
effort.  However, it is possible for most parishioners to sell at least six or seven raffle 
books to friends, relatives, and acquaintances that are not members of the parish.  The 
Outreach Committee has written guidelines to assist you in this sales effort.  Please see 



Mark and Nancy Vassilakis at the Coffee Hour to obtain raffle books.  Your assistance 
will be greatly appreciated. 
 
In addition to the cash prize, the Outreach Committee is in the process of obtaining gift 
certificates from several local restaurants.  Depending on the final number of gift 
certificates received, some gift certificates will be awarded to the parishioners that made 
the greatest number of external (non-parishioner) raffle sales.  The remaining gift 
certificates and other goods donated by local businesses will be awarded as consolation 
prizes at the raffle drawing. 
 
Advertising and Public Relations 
 
Newsday had discontinued its Places of Worship advertising column this past autumn.  
However, it was reinstated in December 2004 after much public outcry from many 
congregations.  The parish purchased an advertisement in this column promoting 
services conducted on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and the Sunday after Christmas.  
Also, we publicized services for the Nativity Fast, Christmas, and Theophany in the 
newspaper’s free Faith Calendar section.  Like last year, the Outreach Committee will 
make extensive use of the Faith Calendar and Places of Worship sections to promote 
services during Great Lent and Holy Week.  Both columns are published in Newsday’s 
Saturday edition. 
 
Parish Library 
 
The Outreach Committee would like to thank Father John and Matushka Regina 
Garvey for another generous donation of books to the Parish Library. 
 
Parishioners are encouraged to use the Parish Library for ongoing spiritual 
development, especially during Great Lent and other fasting periods.  Please sign out all 
books with the required information in the binder.  It is recommended that any items 
out for more than two months be returned before any new items are taken out.  Upon 
returning the books, the borrower should mark the date of return in the binder.  Please 
note that the library is organized alphabetically by author’s last name; it would be 
appreciated if books are returned in the same manner.  Finally, if you wish to write a 
book review, see Mark and Nancy Vassilakis. 
 
Member Handbook 
 
The Member Handbook is currently in its final editing stages.  This resource will contain 
information regarding various aspects of parish membership and the liturgical cycle.  
Stay posted! 

 


