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New Committee 
 
In November 2002, the Parish Council approved the reorganization of the 
Greeters Committee into the Outreach Committee.  This new committee will 
continue to serve as greeters every Sunday, but will expand its responsibilities to 
include public relations, membership development, the parish library, and 
continuing education. 
 
Advertising and Public Relations 
 
An advertisement was placed in Newsday’s Places of Worship column advertising 
Christmas services.  A mailing campaign was completed targeting local hotels and 
motels.  Finally, a free ongoing weekly advertisement has been appearing in the 
East Meadow Herald’s Community Update column since the end of January.  
Additional advertising and public relations are being planned for Lent. 
 
Parish Library 
 
Book reviews have been appearing in the parish bulletin since January 2002.  At 
that time, Naomi Belov organized the parish library and sign-out binder.  
Parishioners are encouraged to use this valuable resource, but should sign out all 
books with the required information in the binder.  Upon returning the books, the 
borrower should mark the date of return in the binder.  Please note that the 
library is organized alphabetically by author; it would be appreciated if books are 
returned in the same manner.  Finally, if you wish to write a book review, see 
Mark and Nancy Vassilakis. 
 
Outreach as a Church-Wide Initiative 
 
After the Lord’s Resurrection, He commanded His Apostles to “go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).  This commandment is known 
as the Great Commission.  On the day of Pentecost, fifty days after Pascha, the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on the Church (Acts 2) and immediately the Apostles 
began to preach the Gospel with wisdom, power, and authority.  On that very day, 
three thousand souls believed in Christ and were baptized (Acts 2:41).  Thus, 
Pentecost marks the birthday of the Church. 
 



 Page 2

Above all else, the Church exists to be a witness of the Lord’s Resurrection (Acts 
2:32) and to proclaim the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ.  As the Father 
sent Christ for our salvation, so Christ sends us out to bring the Gospel to our 
fellow man (John 20:21).  Preaching the Gospel is not just the clergy’s job, but it 
is the responsibility of all Christians because we are “a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful 
deeds of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 
2:9).  Every Christian has the power, courage, and authority to proclaim the Good 
News like the Apostles because we have also received the seal of the Holy Spirit 
through our Chrismation.  As we have been enlightened by the Holy Spirit, so we 
must be the light of the world (Matthew 5:14).  If we are to follow the example of 
the good and faithful servant in the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), we 
must go forth and increase the gift of grace entrusted to us by sharing our faith 
with others. 
 
How do we share the Gospel with others?  If you know an Orthodox relative or 
friend that has not attended church in a long time or a non-Orthodox friend that 
is interested in learning about Orthodoxy, tell them about your faith and also 
invite them to the Divine Liturgy.  Moreover, if you see newcomers at any service, 
you should extend a warm welcome to them on behalf of the community and refer 
them to a greeter.  We have gained several new members during the 2002-2003 
liturgical year through good word-of-mouth and positive feedback.  Finally, please 
feel free to share your ideas or suggestions with the Outreach Committee. 
 
 
 

 


